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Helpless trunk without a head ? Let us appoint a Prince, wha
may be ruler over us, and whom we may obey."
. These seditious speeches were no secret to the watchful Prin-
cess ; nor was she ignorant what wind blew'them thither, or what
its sounding boded. Therefore she convened a deputation of the
States; entered their assembly with the sfcateliness of an earthly
goddess, and the words of her mouth dropped like honey from her
virgin lips. " A rumour flies about the land/' said she, "that
you desire a Duke to go before you to battle, and that you reckon
it inglorious to obey me any longer. Yet, in a free and uncon-
strained election, you yourselves did not choose a man from among
you; but called one of the daughters of the people, and clothed
her with the purple, to rule over you according to the laws and
customs of the land. Whoso can accuse me of error in conduct-
ing the government, let him step forward openly and freely, and
bear witness against me. But if I, after the manner of my father
Krokus, have done prudently and justly in the midst of you,,
making crooked things straight, and rough places plain; if I
have secured your harvests from the spoiler, guarded the fruit-
tree, and snatched the flock from the claws of the wolf; if I have-
bowed the stiff neck of the violent, assisted the down-pressed,
and given the weak a staff to rest on; then will it beseem you to-
live according to your covenant, and be true, gentle and helpful
to me, as in doing fealty to me you engaged. If you reckon it
inglorious to obey a woman, you should have thought of this before
appointing me to be your Princess; if there is disgrace here, it
is you. alone who ought to bear it. But your procedure shows
you not to understand your own advantage: for woman's hand is*
soft and tender, accustomed only to waft cool air with the fan;
and sinewy and rude is the arm of man, heavy and oppressive-
when it grasps the supreme control. And know ye not that where
a woman governs, the rule is in the power of men ? For she-
gives heed to wise counsellors, and these gather round her. But
where the distaff excludes from the throne, there is the govern-
ment of females; for the women, that please the king's eyes,
have his'heart in their hand. Therefore, consider well of your
attempt, lest ye repent your fickleness too late."

The fair speaker ceased; and a deep reverent silence reigned
throughout the hall of meeting; none presumed to utter a word
against her. Yet Prince Wladomir and his allies desisted not
from their intention, but whispered in each other's ear: " The